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ST. ALBERT
The Great
U N I V E R S I T Y  PA R I S H

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP: St. Al’s All-Nighter 
statue, moments after 
it was finished. | Third 
annual Ice Mass, over 
400 people attended 
3 Masses. | St. Al’s 
students participate 
in Winter Carnival Ice 
Bowling. | Virginia 
Cistaro, St. Al’s 
Winter Carnival Queen 
candidate, onstage at the 
competition.

Pictures of this year’s Winter Carnival, where St. Al’s won first place in the All-
Nighter Statue Competition and Special Events, and second place overall for 

the Co-Ed Division. To see more pictures from Carnival and the Ice Mass visit: 
mtucatholic.org/carnival2018



Let me begin by thanking everyone who made our Winter Carnival Living Faith 
Matching Challenge a big success! All told, the challenge raised $16,796 for the minis-
try at St. Al’s over the next 12 months!!  Monthly giving is one powerful way to help us 
transform students’ lives!

The Living Faith prayer books that we send quarterly to the members of the St. Al’s Liv-
ing Faith Society are one reason the program is dear to my heart! When I was 17, I had 
a powerful retreat experience, and one of the commitments I made there was to more 
regular daily prayer. 

My home parish always has these books available, so I began to use them every morning and to read the daily Mass readings refer-
enced there. That simple practice made a big difference in my faith journey and was one of the things that eventually opened my 
heart to the priesthood.

We are so grateful for all the ways you support St. Al’s, and we hope that you will pray for us and think of us often, not just once or 
twice a year, but monthly and weekly. That has a financial component, but also a spiritual one. 

As we walk with students each day, your prayers for us are a great source of courage!  Know that we also pray for you!

—FR. BEN 

EVERY YEAR  at St. Al’s we find new opportunities to reach students. 
Recently we have started a barn dance which now attracts hundreds of 
students, revived the early tradition of the “4th Period” social gathering 
after hockey games (these days with a root beer keg), and sent busloads of 
students to Catholic conferences around the country. 

The effects have been astounding. Student involvement at St. Al’s has 
grown dramatically in the past few years, and the community is very 
strong. This is only possible because of your generous support. 

One of the keys to our annual funding is the Director’s Fund, which includes those who pledge to make a gift of $2,500 per 
year or more for Fr. Ben to use at his discretion for the good of the ministry. These gifts increase our ability to act on new 
opportunities to reach students as soon as they arise. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider whether you might support the ministry at St. Al’s as a part of the Director’s Fund, in-
creasing our ability to reach the many students on campus who are in need of the Gospel and form the future leaders of the 
church for years to come. 

—RHEN HOEHN, ST. AL’S DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, MTU CIVIL ENG ’09 & MBA ‘10

Stewardship Update

PA S T O R ’ S  N O T E
Fr Ben
H A S S E

RHEN WITH HIS WIFE 
KYLIE AND SONS BLAISE 

(3) AND AMBROSE (1)



JOE SHAWHAN IS PASSIONATE ABOUT THREE 
THINGS—his faith, his family and friends, and his love of 
sport. 

For Shawhan, who is Michigan Tech’s new head hockey 
coach, those revolve around two core values: love and sac-
rifice. 

“Coaching, like parenting, is entirely dependent on loving 
what you do and who you’re doing it with. It’s about sacri-
ficing for a greater good,” he says. “It’s no coincidence that 
these two values, love and sacrifice, are the message Jesus 
lived and died for.”

A native of Sault Ste. Marie, MI, Shawhan has chosen to 
live, work and raise his family in the UP. He spent 20 years 
coaching junior and college hockey, including the past three 
seasons as an assistant under Mel Pearson, before becoming 
Michigan Tech’s head coach. 

It was a natural fit for Shawhan and his family to remain 
in the Upper Peninsula, a place he says, while isolated, has 
a great cultural base with hard working people and strong 
work ethic.  

“Family is deeply rooted in God and there is a respect for na-
ture and the outdoors,” he says. “You help others in need and 
when needed, others help you. In some ways, we have mod-
ern technology but our value system and life style is a gen-
eration behind. And most importantly, we like it that way.”

As a Catholic, Shawhan strives to live his faith every day in 
everything he does. 

“I fail miserably all the time,” he says. “Each morning I pray 
for the strength and guidance to be a leader. I pray for the 
wisdom to know and act in good faith in leading a group of 
men. I try to live the commandments.”

He and his wife Laura read daily scripture, live in full accor-
dance with the sacraments, and attend adoration. 

We don’t take for granted the many blessings we have been 
given,” he says. “I know very well the greatest men in the his-
tory of our faith, those who were given great blessings and 
were not only asked to lead, but led diligently, such as Moses 
and David, lost God’s grace.”

Shawhan says he enjoys attending St. Al’s. “It’s a great place 
because of the presence of the students, the newness and 
childlike enthusiasm they have, and watching young adults 
seeking to grow their faith and commitment to the Lord. It 
is a unique and rewarding environment.”

He says he and Laura have been given so much: a great com-
munity to live in, wonderful family and friends and a chance 
to share with others. “To whom much is given, much is ex-
pected,” he says. “Each night I pray before sleeping that I 
made proper use of the day.”

—SARAH WILLIAMS

PA R I S H I O N E R  P R O F I L E
Joe Shawhan

Photo Credit: Sarah Bird, Photographer, Michigan 
Technological University Marketing and Communications



WE'RE SAVING YOUR 
SPOT! Over the past two 

years we have had a great 

time meeting alumni, family, 

and friends of St. Al’s around 

the upper Midwest by hold-

ing cookouts in communities 

around the region. These 

events don’t just allow us to 

meet, get to know you and 

hear your stories and input, 

but they also help to connect 

families locally who have ties 

to Michigan Tech and St. Al’s. 

We will be hosting more gath-

erings than ever this summer, 

and we would like you to join 

us! The map to the right shows 

the cities where we plan to 

hold gatherings, along with 

the dates. 

We are working to nail down 

the exact details of time and 

location for the gatherings 

in each city. If you would 

like to be notified once the 

details are in place for the 

location(s) you are most 

interested in, simply fill out 

the form at:

mtucatholic.org/alumni

Most gatherings are kid-

friendly potluck cookouts at 

a local park pavilion. Come 

out to meet Fr. Ben and other 

local families, and enjoy a brat 

with us!

appleton

midland

Snapshots
from 2017

Deacon Dustin Larson, a Michigan Tech graduate (2010, B.S., Computer 
Science and Discrete Math; 2011, M.S., Computer Science), is tentatively 
scheduled to be ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of Marquette on 
Friday, June 1, at 3:30 p.m. at St. Peter Cathedral in Marquette, MI.

All are welcome to attend the ordination. St. Al’s will also be hosting a 
lunchtime gathering that day in Marquette. Watch for more information at:
mtucatholic.org/marquette

D E A C O N  D U S T I N  L A R S O N
Tentative Ordination Details



Join us this summer
in a city near you!

michigan
st. ignace | may 14

traverse city | may 15
midland | may 16

novi | may 17
orion township | may 18

ann arbor | may 20
Grand Rapids | may 21

kalamazoo | may 22
marquette | june 1

houghton | august 2-5  *alumni reunion*

illinois
chicago | may 23

wisconsin
appleton | june 11
madison | july 17

milwaukee | july 18

minnesota
minneapolis-st. paul | july 16






















ann arbor | may 20

minneapolis-st. paul | july 16 appleton | june 11

madison | july 17

milwaukee | july 18

chicago | may 23

houghton | august 2-5
michigan tech alumni reunion

marquette | june 1
st. ignace | may 14

traverse city | may 15

midland | may 16

Grand Rapids | may 21

kalamazoo | may 22 novi | may 17

orion township | may 18

2018 gathering cities  and  dates

appleton

midland



When Dave and I were 
students at Michigan Tech 
(1985-1989), we were far 

from God.  I was raised Catholic and 
Dave wasn’t any religion. Catholic faith wasn’t important to 
either of us then.

In 1993, I held my first child, Alec, and I knew in an instant 
that God was real. I understood the biology of it —a cell 
from me and a cell from Dave had joined to form another 
human. But, as I held that crying, wiggly child the first 
morning after his birth, I knew that neither Dave nor I had 
any power to create LIFE. And so began the journey of 
finding our way back to Him.  

When raising our six children, Dave and I greatly desired 
that they know Jesus. When it came time for Alec to attend 
college, we were excited that he chose Michigan Tech. We 
attended St. Al’s and immediately loved the parish. My 
prayer for Alec (’16) was that he regularly attend Mass 
while at school. He lived out a Catholic life at MTU due, in 
part, to holy friends and the tremendous faith life at St. Al’s.

Miranda (’17) and Jake (’20) were/are also 
active at St. Al’s as lectors and Eucharis-
tic Ministers. Miranda and her husband, 
Anthony (’17), prepared for marriage 
with Fr. Ben. Our children transitioned 
from family tradition to adult faith in the 
incredible, faithful Catholic community 
there. We support St. Al’s with prayer and 
donations to help keep this community 

available to all students.

Miranda says, "I greatly appreciated having St. Al's and Fa-
ther Ben as a part of my college experience. I loved that the 
church was always open, and I often came to sit in the pres-
ence of Jesus. I was able to put away all the busyness and 
noise of college and sit peacefully, watch it snow, and pray. 
During my freshman year, Father Ben kindly encouraged 
me to attend confession once a month, and it has done 
wonders for my faith life and my happiness in general. It 
is a habit I will try to keep for the rest of my life. Finally, 
my husband, Anthony, and I were able to grow in faith and 
love together thanks to the sacraments and social events at 
St. Al's, setting a solid foundation for our marriage and the 
years to come."

Jake says, “St Al’s has been very helpful for my faith. It is 
great to have St. Al’s so close to campus and I like all they 
offer and put on for the students.”

—DAVE '89 & MARGIE '89 SAUTER

TWO Generations
AT ST. AL'S

The Sauter Family



  KATIE CRUICKSHANK | Fr, Civi l Engineering, Rockford, MI
I was a little nervous about going to SLS…but from almost the moment that I got 
to Chicago, I felt that it was where I needed to be. SLS gave me the chance to take 
another look at so many parts of my life, and I’m amazed at the changes that have 
already happened, and I can’t wait to see what else will happen as I continue to 
deepen my faith. 

  JOSH TREIB | Fr, Electrical Engineering, Birch Run, MI
At SLS God gave me a big to-do list to help strengthen my faith. I had been praying 
a few times to be shown what I need to do and I got numerous answers through-
out the whole week.

  ERIN MURPHY | So, Biomedical Engineering, Hope, MI
I was touched by the fact that we need to bring salvation to everyone we meet, 
but we alone can’t save everyone. Even Jesus, who was fully divine, invested the 
greater part of his energy in only a handful of people. To me that makes evangeli-
zation seem a lot less daunting.

  MONICA BRECHTING | Jr, Mechanical Engineering, Comstock Park, MI
I received the grace of peace, and was brought to the realization that I shouldn’t 
spend my energies worrying about my future or pursuing relationships that will 
lead to nothing. God’s timing is perfect. I am called to pursue Him and Him alone, 
and the rest will follow.

  DCN. DUSTIN LARSON | '10, Computer Science
One grace that I received was a much clearer vision of what it looks like to have a 
parish with strong community. I also understand more clearly some of the steps 
that I have to take in order to move a parish in that direction.

  ZACH SMITH | So, Computer Engineering, Bellevi l le, MI
The month or two leading up to SLS I was very discouraged with my prayer life 
…what really took away my discouraged heart was the several speakers that em-
phasized that if we fail or fall short, God will still accept our offering of prayer and 
elevate it to change us and those around us if we trust him. I also now have the 
tools to use the amazing gift of the “Win, Build, Send" method to make Disciples 
of Christ.

I was privileged to attend the 

SLS Conference in Chicago with 

about 40 young adults in the St. 

Al’s group.  The power of seeing 

ten thousand young people at 

this leadership conference was 

so breath-taking.  The main pur-

pose of the conference was to 

grow closer to the Lord through 

Mass, adoration and great speak-

ers, and to give practical ways to 

evangelize using the method of 

spiritual multiplication (mentor-

ing a few well, and they mentor 

others).

One night I met a cleaning lady 

in the corridor, and she com-

mented:  “What you are doing 

with these young people, keep 

it up.  It is a wonderful thing.”  So 

many of the staff complimented 

the students, saying they were 

very respectful and beautiful 

people.

There were no strangers among 

this group.  The young adults 

were courteous, sharing their 

experiences and seeking prayers 

for the Lord’s will to be done.  I 

thank God for allowing me to 

witness the faith life of our youth.

Sister
J A C Q U E L I N E
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The St. Al’s team had great success 
during this year’s Winter Carnival 
ice fishing competition. Five stu-
dents spent a day on Chassell Bay 
pulling in some impressive fish:

I had never ice fished before. It was really fun setting up the lines, racing 
each other to the tip-up, pulling in the catch, and touching the fish. My first 
keeper fish was longer than half of me! I'm DEFINITELY going to go ice 
fishing again.  CASSIE ZIMMER | Fr, Mechanical Engineering Technol-

ogy, Wyoming, MI

Forty-five minutes in I caught a 26-inch walleye and after that it was con-
stant action for the rest of the day. Our biggest was a 34-incher weighing in 
at 9 pounds. We caught more fish than any other team and won the tourna-
ment by a landslide! JAKE FLYNN | So, Exercise Science, Skandia, MI

Before that day I had never caught anything bigger than a bluegill while ice fishing. It was so much 
fun to learn the tips and tricks of ice fishing. We caught many fish but best of all was the fellowship. 
MADI HOLLMAN | Fr, Mechanical Engineering, Waukesha, MI

Also on the team were Hailey Bedard (Jr, Mechanical Engineering, Gladstone, MI) and Dan Killick (Sr, Mechanical Engi-
neering, Appleton, WI).

W I N T E R  C A R N I V A L

Ice Fishing

ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH

411 MacInnes Drive

Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ST. AL'S MEMORY OR PHOTO TO SHARE? 
Email it to rhen@mtucatholic.org and it may be 
featured in a newsletter or website article!

VISIT MTUCATHOLIC.ORG/BLOG for more 
pictures and articles.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address


